
Grade 2: Theme 1   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1 Short Vowel Sounds:  VC pattern 
Short a  
Short i   
 

Week 2 Short Vowel Sounds:  VC pattern  
Short e  
Short o  
Short u   

Week 3 Vowel-Consonant-e spellings 
 Long and short vowel sounds 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g big 
an 
 
 

bag 
win 
is 
am 
his 
has 
ran 
if 
dig 
sat 
 

*was scratch 
picnic 

red 
up 
 

fox 
wet 
nut 
job 
leg 
fun 
went 
mop 
hug 
from 
any 
of

block 
every 
 
 

gate 
bike 
 

bite 
late 
size 
made 
side 
ate 
fine 
same 
hide 
line 
 

*give 
*have 
*come 

shake 
write 

*become 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

can 
did 
 
 

plant 
mask 
trap 
fix 
flat 
flip 
hat 
as 
sad 
bat 
bad 
jam 
cab 
lap 
ant 
gas 
pig 
 

six 
hit 
pin 
him 
milk 
drip 
hid 
slid 
been 

apple 
rabbit 
swam 
patch 
panda 
mitten 
visit 
cricket 
twins 
nickel 
inch 
glad 
clam 
slam 
wham 
yam 
slab 
 
 

thin 
trip 
chip 
ship 
slick 
quick 
chick 
flick 
stick 
thick 
 

get 
on 
box 
pet 
ten 
run 

best 
neck 
net 
spell 
said 
pond 
frog 
crop 
sock 
duck 
dust 
yes 
bed 
help 
set 
pen 
jet 
web 
sled 
left 
rest 
 

pot 
nod 
top 
not 
dot 
spot 
hop 
pop 
doll 
drop 
trot 
sun 
mud 
bug 
but 
bun 
bus 
rug 
plus 
tug 
jump 
drum 
hum 
some 
 

puddle 
pocket 
fresh 
elk 
penguin 
penny 
fence 
seven 
pencil 
present 
hospital 
goggles 
copy 
donkey 
blond 
follow 
thunder 
muffin 
 
 

shrug 
bucket 
ugly 
number 
jungle 
speck 
check 
strong 
throng 
boss 
moss 
toss 
gloss 
loss 
 

gave 
 

wife 
nose 
mine 
wide 
note 
five 
nine 
face 
rake 
cave 

airplane 
alone 
mistake 
state 
stripe 
trace 
maze 
sunshine 
beside 
tape 
taste 
wake 
wave 
glide 
guide 
hike 
knife 
pine 
throne 
tone 
vote 
wove 
doze 
froze 
 

dune 
flute 
rude 
rule 
tube 
eve 
scene 
theme 
 
 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2: Theme 2   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1 More Vowel Consonant -e 
spellings 
 

Week 2 Words with Consonant Clusters  
  

Week 3 Words with Double Consonants 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g home 
nose 
 
 

bone 
robe 
use 
these 
rope 
note 
cute 
close 
hope  
those 
 

*one 
*goes 
 

drove 
mule 

frog 
slip 
 

trip 
swim 
step 
nest 
club 
stone 
next 
brave 
glad 
lost 

space 
storm 
 
 

shell 
kiss 
 

bell 
off 
all 
mess 
add 
hill 
well 
egg 
will 
grass 
 

across 
skill 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

make 
ride 
 
 

joke 
cube 
stove 

globe 
wrote 
excuse 
chose 
refuse 
awoke 
ache 
bathe 
blame 
blaze 
brake 
price 
pride 
ripe 
rise 
clice 
lone 
role 
slope 
sole 
tune 
chute 
dude 
duke 
 

crude 
plume 
pride 
prune 
huge 
June 

flat 
lost 
stop 
vest 
stamp 
store 
star 
dust 
must 
just 
step 
best 
fast 
stem 
fist 
flap 
pest 
clap 
sled 
flag 
slid 
flip 
clam 
slam 

help 
from 
 milk 
stand 
swan 
test  
trade  
bride  
stove  
first  
sting  
chest  
stick  
twist  
flew  
cloud  
slow  
slippers  
class  
floor 

scarf 
stairs 
branches 
climb 
trumpet 
swallow 
breeze 
toast 
trapeze 
sling  
flute 
clock 
flower 
clown 
sleeve 
grant 
grand 
brass 
drew 
flew 
knew 
crew 
grew 
threw  

screw 
shrewd 
strewn 
build  
built 

pill 
hill 
tall 
less 
all 
 

cross 
dress 
tell 
sell 
pass 
boss 

brass 
address 
guess 
cliff 
pull 
windowsill 
rabbit 
sudden 
follow 
happen 
butter 
lesson 
dollar 
button 
pretty 
hello 
letter 
yellow 
funny 
better 
stubborn 
effort 
puppy 
silly 

happy 
scatter 
cotton 
ribbon 
puppet 
afford 
luggage 
suppose 
current 
glitter 
fellow 

*These Words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2: Theme 3   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1 Words spelled with  
th, wh, sh, or ch (tch) 
 

Week 2 More Long a spellings  
 ai and ay 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
she  
bath 

when 
sheep 
both 
then 
chase 
teeth 
teach 
dish 
which 
than 
wash 
 

* catch lunch 
whistle 

stay 
day 

train 
tray 
mail 
play 
trail 
pay 
sail 
hay 
nail 
rain 
lost 

*they 
*great 
 

snail 
subway 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

chin 
white 
that 
with 
 
 

ship 
each  
shape  
shut  
trash  
why  
this  
what  
path  
much  
chop  
such  
sheet  
chest  
leash  
chain  
wheel  
with  
while  
them  
whine  
  

math  
thaw  
whip  
sure 

shout  
while  
mouth 
goldfish 
spinach 
shiver 
checkers 
chew 
shower 
thumb 
whimper 
smooth 
Thursday 
thought 
wheelbarrow 
whale 
whisper 
reach  
coach  
peach  
roach 
screech  
 

breech  
beach 
 pouch  
rich  
chain  
chop  
munch  
pinch  
punch 

 pail 
tail 
pray 
stain 
clay 
wait 
lay 
way 
great 
aim 
braid 
paid 
bay 

crayon  
birthday 
railroad 
playpen  
raisin  
afraid  
straight 
highway  
daisy  
obey 
 prey  
eight  
weigh  
vein 
veil 
freight  
sleigh  
neigh  
break  
great  
steak  
whale  
flake  

grape  
stage 
grade chase 
shave  
tale 
waste 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2:  Theme 3 
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website 
 

 Week 3 The Vowel Sound in cow 
Spelled:  ow orou 

Week 4   More Lone e Words 
 

Spelled:  ea, ee, e,  
 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
out  
now 

town 
house 
sour 
frown 
cow 
clown 
found 
how 
mouse 
brown 
 
 

*could 
*should 

around 
towel 

be 
see 

clean 
keep 
please 
feel 
we 
eat 
tree 
mean 
read 

*the 
*people 

stream 
steep 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 
 cloud 

growl 
blouse 
plow 
scout 
round 
gown 
count 
crowd ouch 
down 

couch 
tower  
meow 
outside 
snowplow 
fountain 
powder 
crowded 
crown  
howl  
sound  
mouth  
loud     
snout 
sprout  
doubt 
drought 
 foul  
mound  
our 
flour 
hour 
scour 

about  
coward 

feet sweep 
free 
street 
cheat 
leave 
green 
three 
beach 
team 
need 

cheese 
squeak 
beehive 
beaver 
between 
sneeze 
reason 
least 
chief 
field 
piece 
thief 
belief 
believe 
grief 
brief 
shriek 
reach 
read 
scream 
sneak 
stream 
tea 
team 

bead 
beak 
beam 
beast 
seek 
seem 
sheet 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2: Theme 4   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1  Vowel + r sounds in car 
 
 

Week 2   Words that end with nd, ng, or nk  
  

Week 3   More Long o spellings:  o, oa, ow 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 
Sp

el
lin

g

start 
far 
 
 

car 
smart 
arm 
park 
yard 
part 
barn 
hard 
party 
farm 
 
 

* are  
*warm 

department 
carpet 

and  
long 
 

king 
thank 
hand 
play 
sing 
think 
bring 
bang 
end 
thing 

grand 
young 
 

so 
show 
 

boat 
cold 
road 
blow 
gold 
old 
load 
snow 
hold 
most 
 

*toe 
*do 
 

goal  
rainbow 

 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

 
 
 

card 
art 
star 
mark 
dark 
march 

large 
farther 
target 
garden 
apartment 
charcoal 
cartwheel 
hearth 
market 
ward 
wharf 
quart 
arch 
charm 
carve 
starve 
barge 
scarf 
shark 
dart 
lark 
mar 
scar 

snarl 
barb 
harp 
tarp 

 bend 
bank 
sting 
wink 
hang 
junk 
spend 
song 
send 

strong 
skunk 
wrong 
friend 
belong 
second 
band 
sand 
land 
stand 
sink 
pink 
drink 
link 
mink 
stink 
clink 
rink 
blink 
fang 
hang 
sang 
rang 
clang 
 

ping 
wring 
wing 
sling 
swing 
thing 
cling 
fling 

 soap 
low 
row 
goat 
bow 
coach 
grow 
float 
toast 
go  
slow 
no 
coat 
told 
show 
most 
toad 

yellow 
pillow 
rowboat 
oatmeal 
elbow 
coast 
poster 
pony 
home 
slope  
hose 
vote 
joke 
smoke 
hope 
choke 
work 
close 
stone 
bone 
phone 
broke 
hole 
soak 
 

moan 
loaf 
load 
know 
throw 
snow 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2: Theme 5   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1 words that end with -er 
 

Week 2   Contractions  
 One or more letters are left out and replaced by an apostrophe 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
that 
shop 

flower 
water 
under 
over 
better 
sister 
brother 
mother 
father 
after 
 

other 
center 

it  
us 

I’ll 
we’ve 
I’m 
you’re 
isn’t 
didn’t 
you’ll 
I’ve 
it’s 
we’ll 
 

*can’t 
 
 
 
 

they’re 
wouldn’t 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

 letter 
never 
water 
river 
winter 
summer 
ever 
zipper 
antler 
later 
power 

sweater 
hamburger 
gather 
feather 
wonder 
danger 
finger 
fever 
chapter 
meter 
paper 
crater 
clover 
shiver 
clever 
proper 
butcher 
preacher 
stretcher 
teacher 
 
 
 
 

rancher 
border 
barber 
center 
hammer 
lumber 
master 
monster 
number 
order 
powder 

 she’ll 
he’s 
what’s 
wasn’t 
don’t 
hasn’t 
that’s 

won’t 
couldn’t 
weren’t 
doesn’t 
aren’t 
there’s 
he’d 
mustn’t 
haven’t 
hadn’t 
he’ll 
where’s 
who’s 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 2:  Theme 5 
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website 
 

 Week 3  Final Long e sound as in puppy Week 4   Words that end with –ed or -ing 
 

 
 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
me  
bee 

puppy 
baby 
lucky 
happy 
very 
lady 
funny 
silly 
many 
only 
 

*cookie furry 
angry 

that 
shop 

batted 
running 
clapped 
stopped 
getting 
shopping 
stepped 
hugged 
pinned 
sitting 

 jogging 
flipped 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 
 muddy 

sticky 
hobby 
daddy  
study 

noisy  
city 
heavy 
dirty 
sorry 
hurry 
party 
empty 
celery 
candy 
gypsy 
quarry 
country 
cemetery 
category 
copy 
happy 
pretty 
guilty 
ruby 
county 
 

family 
story 
berry 
body 
carry 
marry 
worry 
pony 
puppy 

 pinning 
patted 
skipped 
fitting 
rubbed 
dipping 
begged 
stirring 
missed 
telling 
napping 
popped 
cutting 
dipped 

whipping 
trimmed 
wrapping 
strapped 
hummed 
snapped 
chopping 
skipping 
mixed 
chased 
asked 
walked 
jumped 
shopping 
bragging 
hopping 
stopping 
begging 
skipping 
swimming 
mailed 
boiled 
 

raised 
tried 
mixing 
taxing 
raining 
sleeping 
waiting 
cheering 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle. 



Grade 2: Theme 6   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1   Vowel sounds in moon and book 
 

Week 2  Words with Long i patterns 
  

Week 3  More words with –ed and –ing 
Principle:  Base word that drops final e before ed or 
ing is added 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g too 
cook 

zoo 
tooth 
hook 
moon 
book 
soon 
took 
good 
room 
foot 
 

*you  
*who 

hoof 
school 

why 
my 

sky 
find 
night 
high 
fly 
try 
light 
dry 
right 
mind 
eye 
buy 
 

*eye 
*buy 
 
 

flight 
reply 

time 
sleep 

liked  
hoping  
baked  
using  
chased  
making  
closed  
hiding  
named  
riding 

teasing 
decided 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

  hoop  
spoon  
boot  
noon  
cool  
roof  
pool  
loop  
hood  
food  
look 

booth 
droopy 
cartoon 
balloon 
choose 
rooster 
proofread 
spoonful 
cookbook 
moose 
crook  
blue 
sue 
clue 
glue 
due 
flue 
hue 
true 
 

cruel 
new 
grew 
chew 
few 
stew 
dew 
brew 
fruit 
suit 
bruise 
juice 
plume 

cry kind 
July 
wild 
fight 
spy 

behind  
tiny 
tiger  
nightmare  
siren 
tightrope 
firefly  
spine  
tide 
tribe 
twice 
lie 
wind 
tie 
die 
high 
might 
bright 
sigh 
tight 
fright 
slight 
 

thigh  
find 
child 
climb 
blind 
grind 
hind 
sign  
bind 

 closing 
saving 
loved 
raced 
joked 
waving 
taped 
saved 
driving 

scraping 
erased 
raising 
surprised 
erasing 
pasted 
pleased 
voted 
dotted 
treated 
traded 
ended 
handed 
needed 
filled 
seemed 
yelled 
pushing 
jumping 
finding 
kicking 
wanting 
 

munching 
reached 
reaching 
dressed 
dressing 
waited 
waiting 
cracked 
cracking 
passed  

*  These words are exceptions to the principle. 
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